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A  VICTORY  FLOCK  FOR  THE  BACK  YARD 


A  small  flock  of  chickens  may  aid  the  family  with  a  victory  garden  to  produce 
more  food  for  home  use,  provided  the  chickens  are  kept  out  of  the  garden  and 
local  regulations  allow  chickens  to  be  kept. 

A  back  yard  with  soil  unsuitable  for  gardening  may  be  used  for  a  victory 
poultry  flock  to  pinch-hit  for  a  garden  and  provide  fresh  eggs  to  help  meet  family 
needs. 

Chickens  can  utilize  table  scraps,  garden  waste,  vegetable  tops,  and  fresh 
lawn  clippings,  thus  cutting  the  cost  of  feed.  To  obtain  efficient  growth,  however, 
the  chickens  must  get  most  of  their  nourishment  from  well-prepared  mashes  or 
grain  mixtures.  Special  commercial  feeds  are  available  to  meet  the  needs  of 
chickens  of  different  ages.  Under  favorable  conditions,  good  chicks  will  grow 
to  weigh  about  3  pounds  on  10  to  12  pounds  of  feed,  not  including  the  green  feed 
they  should  get. 

If  yard  space  is  limited,  it  may  be  desirable  to  use  the  battery  method  of  raising 
chickens,  especially  if  there  are  neighbors  who  might  object  to  a  full-scale  chicken 
yard.  In  the  battery  method,*  the  chickens  are  kept  apartment-style,  in  a  corner 
of  the  garage  or  other  outbuilding.  Since  they  do  not  get  a  chance  to  run,  battery 
chicks  usually  make  efficient  use  of  their  feed.  Some  commercial  poultrymen 
use  the  battery  system  exclusively. 


2  May  be  obtained  from  the  issuing  bureau. 

8 May  be  obtained  from  Farm  Credit  Administration,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Beginners  in  a  poultry  enterprise  usually  start  with  baby  chicks  from  a  com- 
mercial hatchery,  delivered  when  from  24  to  72  hours  old.  It  pays  to  order  what 
is  known  as  U.  S.  pullorum-teeted  stock,  an  assurance  that  the  hatching  eggs 
come  from  flocks  tested  for  pullorum  disease  that  is  so  deadly  to  bal 
Many  reputable  hatcheries  sell  only  pullorum-free  stock  and  the  price  is  little,  if 
any,  higher  than  that  of  chicks  from  nontested  stock. 

baby  chicks  will  need  warmth  for  comfort,  the  back-yard  flock  owner  will 
need  to  improvise,  or  buy,  some  sort  of  brooder  to  take  the  place  of  the  mother 
hen.  For  the  first  week  or  ten  days  the  chicks  will  be  most  comfortable  with 
a  temperature,  under  the  hover,  of  about  90  to  95  degrees.  Their  need  for  heat 
will  drop  about  5  degrees  a  week  until  they  are  feathered  and  no  longer  need 
artificial  hear.  Even  when  daytime  temperatures  are  warm,  the  young  chicks 
will  need  some  artificial  heat  at  night.  Indoor  hovers  or  brooders  may  be 
placed  in  the  cellar,  in  the  garage  or  other  building,  where  they  will  be  pro- 
tected from  wind  and  rain.  Outdoor  brooders  with  wire-floored  yards  are  well 
adapted  for  brooding  and  growing  chickens. 

Brooders  and  surroundings  should  be  kept  sanitary  and  dry  as  a  measure  of 
preventing  disease.  It  is  good  management  to  remove  soiled  or  wet  litter  every 
day  or  two.  A  general  cleaning  and  replacement  will  be  needed  about  once  a 
week.  An  inch  or  more  of  coarse  sand  as  the  base  for  litter  will  aid  in  Cleaning 
the  brooder  and  it  also  absorbs  moisture.  When  the  sand  is  covered  with  chopped 
straw  for  litter,  the  weekly  clean-up  will  include  sweeping  up  'he  straw  and  dis- 
carding most  of  it  that  is  not  obviously  clean  and  dry.  Soiled  sand  should  be 
removed,  after  which  the  surface  can  be  raked  smooth,  new  sand  added,  and 
clean  chopped  litter  replaced. 

Chicks  oeed  good  starting  and  growing  mashes  which  should  be  kept  before 
the  chicks  in  shallow  pans  or  feeders.  Growing  chickens  can  eat  in  addition  to 
the  masb  some  line  tabic  scraps  hut  qi  materials,  such  as  vegetable  par- 

it  is  much  easier  to  keep  chicks  healthy  and  growing  by  keeping  them 

warm,  elcnn,  and  dry.  than  to  try  to  cure  ailments  thai    develop  as  the   Pesull  of 

chills,  dampness,  or  •  polled  teed. 

Before  getth  ply  involved  in  the  venture,  the  family  Bhould  weigh  the 

factors  for  and  against   BUCCC88  with  poultry.      It   will  want   to  km  \peri- 

<iid  equlpmenl  required,  the  space  available,  some  of  the  cos  -.  and 

her  there  will  he  a  member  of  tin-  Camllj  available  at  all  times  to  give  the 
s  the  care  they  will  require. 
Another  consideration  is  the  fertilizer  from  the  chicken  house,  a  byproduct 

that   may  ho  used  to  advantage  by  those  who  ha\e  gardens, 

Tii.-  Department  has  pabttsbee1  lbs  follewtai  ballettni  mat  live  raluable  Infemadbn  to 

anl  poultry  ra  I  • 
•  1508F,    Poultrj   i  •••■;  Ing  Id  ba< 

■  i\   Incubation  and  brooding  of  chid 
i:r.  t  P.   Poultry  bouses  and  flxtn  i 

; i  iitl  parasites  ol  poultry. 
L841 1\  The  feedli  g  of  clil< 

tock  for  broiler  production. 
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